
Howell, Brian Tree, Peggy Husselby, Judy Muskett, Fr. Len Mepsted, Joyce King, 
Percy Sykes, Elsie Westenra-Hartley and Judith Rabsey, whose anniversaries of 
death are at this time. 

Let us pray that Mary may be our constant companion in times of both joy and 
sorrow.–  Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee, blessed art thou 
among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  Holy Mary, 
Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death. 

SILENCE: ACT OF SPIRITUAL HOLY COMMUNION 

Heavenly Father, your son came to bring life to a world dead in sin, give your 
people a spirit of repentance that they may rise to a new life in 
Christ, who lives and reigns for ever.  Amen. 
ANGELUS.   

Fr Philip writes: I regret the church has to be locked, but I continue to offer Mass, 
Morning and Evening Prayer, the Divine Office and Shrine Prayers daily in the 
Vicarage. Please join with me in spirit, and try to make the Act of Spiritual Holy 
Communion each day. Any Prayer requests can be emailed or sent via the 
website (contact page). 

Please use this time of isolation positively. I remember a lady in my days as a 
curate who had had a stroke and was confined to her house. She said to me, 
“God has said to me I have done many things for him. I now have to spend time 
with him.” May we follow her example and make each of our homes an oasis of 
prayer. 
Mass Readings this week 

Mon: Dan 13 v 1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62, John 8 v 1-11 Int: those falsely accused 

Tue: Num 21 v 4-9. John 8 v 21-30 Int: all who reject the faith 

Wed: Dan 3 v 14 -20, 24-25, 28, John 8 v 31-42 Int: all in prison 

Thur: Gen 17 v 3-9. John 8 v 51-19 Int: Home and family 

Fri: Jer 20 v 10-13. John 10 v 31-42 Int: Forward in Faith & The Society 

Sat: Ezek. 37 v 21-28. John 11 v 45-56 
Int: better observance of Holy Week /Easter 

NEXT SUNDAY – PALM SUNDAY Palm Sunday Gospel: Matt 21 v 1-11 
Isaiah 50 v 4-7. Philippians 2 v 6-11. Passion Reading. Matt.26 v 14 -27 v 66  
 
Daily Mass Readings and the Divine Office are available on the App ‘Universalis’ 
from Google Play or Apple store. £10 one-off payment. (1 mth’s free trial poss.)  
 
Please continue to pray for one another and keep in touch using the phone tree 
or email. More is on our website: www.stmarysmendlesham.org.uk  

 LENT V: PASSIONTIDE SPECIAL BULLETIN  
(Version for printing) 

29th March 2020 
I know many are badly missing being able to worship in 

St Mary’s. This special bulletin includes all Readings, so in spirit you are better 
able to join in the Mass I offer at home on behalf of you all. Fr Philip. 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 
Forgive us, Lord, when we refuse to forget the past and to trust you; when we fail 
to show love and when we fail to comfort those in need.  
LORD HAVE MERCY, CHRIST HAVE MERCY, LORD HAVE MERCY 

OPENING PRAYER: 
Father, help us to be like Christ your Son, who loved the world and died for 
our salvation.  Inspire us by his love, guide us by his example, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.  Amen. 

LITURGY OF THE WORD OF GOD 
First Reading – Ezekiel 37 v. 12-14  God promises to put a new heart and spirit 
into his people  
‘The Lord says this: I am now going to open your graves; I mean to raise you 
from your graves, my people, and lead you back to the soil of Israel. And you 
will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and raise you from your 
graves, my people. And I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live, and I shall 
resettle you on your own soil; and you will know that I, the Lord, have said and 
done this – it is the Lord who speaks.’   

Responsorial Psalm - Psalm 129 

® With the Lord there is mercy and fullness and redemption. 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord, hear my voice! 
O let your ears be attentive to the voice of my pleading.  ® 

If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt, Lord, who would survive? 

But with you is found forgiveness:  for this we revere you.  ® 

My soul is waiting for the Lord, I count on his word. 
My soul is longing for the Lord more than a watchman at daybreak. 
(Let the watchman count on daybreak and Israel on the Lord) ® 

Because with the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.   
Israel indeed he will redeem from all its iniquity.  ® 

 

Second Reading – Romans 8 v. 8-11   Paul tells the Church in Rome that 
because they have received the Spirit of Christ, they belong to him.  If sin can make 
a person into a corpse, belonging to Christ makes a new life. 

‘People who are interested only in unspiritual things can never be pleasing to 
God. Your interests, however, are not in the unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since 
the Spirit of God has made his home in you. In fact, unless you possessed the 

Dear Lord, since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, I ask you to 

come spiritually into my heart. Let nothing ever separate me from you. 

http://www.stmarysmendlesham.org.uk/


Spirit of Christ you would not belong to him. Though your body may be dead it 
is because of sin, but if Christ is in you then your spirit is life itself because you 
have been justified; and if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is 
living in you, then he who raised Jesus from the dead will give life to your own 
mortal bodies through his Spirit living in you.’ 

Gospel - John 11 v. 1- 45  One of the last miracles of Jesus, where he raises 
Lazarus from the dead.  He is prepared to put his own life at risk to give life to his 
friend. 
‘There was a man named Lazarus who lived in the village of Bethany with the 
two sisters, Mary and Martha, and he was ill. It was the same Mary, the sister of 
the sick man Lazarus, who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet 
with her hair. The sisters sent this message to Jesus, ‘Lord, the man you love 
is ill.’ On receiving the message, Jesus said, ‘This sickness will end not in 
death but in God’s glory, and through it the Son of God will be glorified.’ 

Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet when he heard that Lazarus 
was ill he stayed where he was for two more days before saying to the 
disciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea.’ The disciples said, ‘Rabbi, it is not long since 
the Jews wanted to stone you; are you going back again?’ Jesus replied: 

‘Are there not twelve hours in the day? A man can walk in the daytime without 
stumbling because he has the light of this world to see by; but if he walks at 
night he stumbles, because there is no light to guide him.’ 

He said that and then added, ‘Our friend Lazarus is resting, I am going to wake 
him.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he is able to rest he is sure to get 
better.’ The phrase Jesus used referred to the death of Lazarus, but they 
thought that by ‘rest’ he meant ‘sleep’, so Jesus put it plainly, 

 ‘Lazarus is dead; and for your sake I am glad I was not there because now you 
will believe. But let us go to him.’ Then Thomas – known as the Twin – said to 
the other disciples, ‘Let us go too, and die with him.’ 

On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days 
already. Bethany is only about two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had 
come to Martha and Mary to sympathise with them over their brother. When 
Martha heard that Jesus had come she went to meet him. Mary remained sitting 
in the house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here, my brother would not 
have died, but I know that, even now, whatever you ask of God, he will grant 
you.’ ‘Your brother’ said Jesus to her ‘will rise again.’ Martha said, ‘I know he 
will rise again at the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said: 

‘I am the resurrection and the life. If anyone believes in me, even though he 
dies he will live, and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you 
believe this?’ 

‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one 
who was to come into this world.’ 

When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in a low 
voice, ‘The Master is here and wants to see you.’ Hearing this, Mary got up 
quickly and went to him. Jesus had not yet come into the village; he was still at 
the place where Martha had met him. When the Jews who were in the house 

sympathising with Mary saw her get up so quickly and go out, they followed 
her, thinking that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 

Mary went to Jesus, and as soon as she saw him she threw herself at his feet, 
saying, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ At the 
sight of her tears, and those of the Jews who followed her, Jesus said in great 
distress, with a sigh that came straight from the heart, ‘Where have you put 
him?’ They said, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus wept; and the Jews said, ‘See 
how much he loved him!’ But there were some who remarked, ‘He opened the 
eyes of the blind man, could he not have prevented this man’s death?’ Still 
sighing, Jesus reached the tomb: it was a cave with a stone to close the 
opening. Jesus said, ‘Take the stone away.’ Martha said to him, ‘Lord, by now 
he will smell; this is the fourth day.’ Jesus replied, ‘Have I not told you that if 
you believe you will see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. Then 
Jesus lifted up his eyes and said: 

‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer. I knew indeed that you always hear 
me, but I speak for the sake of all these who stand round me, so that they may 
believe it was you who sent me.’ 

When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here! Come out!’ The 
dead man came out, his feet and hands bound with bands of stuff and a cloth 
round his face. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, let him go free.’ 

Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary and had seen what he did 
believed in him.’ 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
Lord we pray for all suffering in the current pandemic throughout the world and all 
caring for the sick, the dying and bereaved: especially nurses, doctors, priests, 
undertakers and registrars, that they may find words and actions that are truly 
comforting and be kept free from harm. 

Let us pray for the Government that it may be guided when making critical 
decisions and for all key workers that they may be protected from danger.  

Lord show your closeness and concern to all whose lives are filled with loneliness 
and anxiety; for all recently bereaved, especially the Harrison and Colchester 
families. 

Let us pray for all members of our parish; that we may, with God’s help be a 
loving, caring and forgiving community, and refrain from passing judgment on 
other people.  

Let us pray that Christians everywhere may seek out those habits of sin which 
mean death to the soul, and so come with joy to the celebration of Easter. 

Let us pray for the healing of the sick, Peter Wyatt, Billy Carter, Michael Denny, 
Janice Ross, Sarah Ironside, Jessica Mercer. For parishioners in home: Hazel 
Lockwood, Joan Blacklock, Margaret Maundrell, Judith Hurd, Cindy Lind. 

Let us pray for the departed, that the Lord will call them to himself to share the 
peace he has prepared for those who love him, especially Fr David Bentley and 
Roy Colchester recently departed and Donald Fraser, Dorothy Baker, Edith 


