Coffee and tea in church after Mass. All welcome.

11.15 am PCC meets in Church for lunch and meeting

This week: Divine Office — Psalter Week 3

Mon: S.S. Timothy & Titus
9.30am Mass

Tues: 9.30am
10.00-10.30: Tea, coffee & cake

Wed: St. Thomas Aquinas
9:30am Mass

Thurs: 9.30am Mass.
Fri: 9:30am Mass

Sat:  St. John Bosco
10:00  1stMass of Sunday
4.00pm: Sacrament of Reconciliation

Next Sunday — SEPTUAGESIMA — 4™ OF YEAR A
9.30am Parish Mass and Address

NOTICES:

1. Monday 2™ Feb is Candlemass.

6:30pm Sung Mass and shard refreshments after.

2. Next healing service — Monday 9" Feb 2.30 pm.

(Please take this bulletin home with you) 25" January 2026
PARISH CHURCH OF ST. MARY THE VIRGIN, MENDLESHAM
3 of Year A

Theme: In complete darkness, any light, no matter how faint, is very welcome. It
reassures us; we feel more secure because of it. Christ, the light of the world,
completely dispels the darkness of sin and calls us to spread the light to others
today. Let us pray in this Mass for the strength we need to fulfil this task perfectly.

Entrance Hymn: 331v.1-4

PENITENTIAL RITE

Celebrant: Forgive us for the times we have not welcomed the light of Christ. Lord
have mercy. People (sing) Kyrie Eleison (Ukrainian setting)

Celebrant: Forgive us Lord for obscuring the Light of Christ in ourselves by our sins.
Christ have mercy. People: Christe Eleison

Celebrant: Forgive us Lord for failing to follow your call at once. Lord have mercy.
People: Kyrie Eleison

Celebrant proclaims God’s Forgiveness
GLORIA: St Thomas setting (words & music on sheet)

OPENING PRAYER: Let us pray for unity and peace. All powerful and ever-living
God, direct your love that is within us, that our efforts in the name of your Son may
bring mankind to unity and peace.

LITURGY OF THE WORD OF GOD:

1st Reading: Isaiah 8 v. 23 - 9 v.3: The prophet unites to encourage his people.
The Lord is the Light that brings great joy and hope.

In the former time the Lord brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of
Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land
beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The people who walked in darkness have
seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light
shone. You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before
you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. For the
yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have
broken as on the day of Midian.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Ps 26 ® The Lord is my light and my salvation.
The Lord is my light and my salvation;
Whom shall | fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life;
whom shall | dread? ®

There is one thing | ask of the Lord, only this do | seek:
to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life,
to gaze on the beauty of the Lord, to enquire at his temple.®

| believe | shall see the Lord’s goodness in the land of the living.
Wait for the Lord; be strong; be stout-hearted, and wait for the Lord! ®



2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1 v. 10-13, 17: We hear St. Paul's plea for unity;
Christ is not divided.

| appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of
you agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the
same mind and the same judgement. For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s
people that there is quarrelling among you, my brothers and sisters. What | mean is
that each one of you says, ‘I follow Paul’, or ‘I follow Apollos’, or ‘| follow Cephas’, or
‘| follow Christ.’ Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptised
in the name of Paul? For Christ did not send me to baptise but to preach the gospel,
and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its
power.

Gospel Hymn: 331v5&6

Acclamation; Alleluia! Alleluia! Jesus proclaimed the gospel of the kingdom
and healed every affliction among the people. Alleluia!

Gospel: Matthew 4 v. 12-17: Jesus settles in Galilee and begins his ministry from
Capernaum.

When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. And
leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of
Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be
fulfilled: ‘The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond
the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles — the people dwelling in darkness have seen a
great light, and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, on them a light
has dawned.’ From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, ‘Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.’

While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called
Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen.
And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and | will make you fishers of men.” Immediately
they left their nets and followed him. And going on from there he saw two other
brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee
their father, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat
and their father and followed him.

And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming
the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the
people.

Address CREED - Nicene (Profession of Faith, page 7 of Hymn Book)
PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL:

Celebrant: Jesus came to bring light into the world. Through our prayer today, may
this light touch the hearts of all people.

Reader: Let us pray for Christians throughout the world. May each follower of Christ
draw closer to Him day by day, that all may be one in Him.

Recognising the union with other Christians which is ours through our common
Baptism, we thank God for the unity of the body of Christ, and await the day when we
will be perfectly one.

Lord, you were sent to show all people the power of salvation. Let your Light shine in
us so that others may be drawn to the Father.

Let us pray for countries that are divided by war and violence and especially Ukraine,
Gaza, Iran and Sudan. May people learn to value one another and welcome the
variety that God has given to His creation.

Let us pray for all who are bereaved, especially the Blackbeard family, that with faith
in Christ and the help of their friends, they may have the strength to pick up the
pieces and gradually learn to live with their loss.

Let us pray for those who are sick, housebound or in hospital. May they find peace
in knowing the love of Christ through those who are near. We pray especially for our
house Communicants Marcel and Marjorie Rousseau, Jean Martin and Anna
Horsnell and all remembered at Shrine prayers.

Let us pray for those who have died. May they experience the light of Christ,
especially we pray for Ray Mayes, Violet Pritchard, Fr Malcolm Pearce, Arthur
Warren, Frederick Lewis, Celia Walker, Kenneth Smith Susan Thurgar; Bridget
Anthony-Chadwick, Lesley Nickless, whose anniversaries of death occur at this time.

Let us ask Mary our Mother, who pondered God’s word, to pray for us. Hail Mary full
of grace the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among women and blessed is
the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God pray for us sinners
now and at the hour of our death. Amen
SILENCE

All: Father, help your Church to spread the Kingdom of Christ by care and
concern for all those in need, and may our prayer reach out to all your children.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Offertory Hymn: 453 v. 1 Offertory Prayers Hymn 453 v 2&3
Mass continues on page 9 of hymn book

SANCTUS & Mystery of Faith: St Thomas setting

Blessed and praised be Jesus Christ, in the most Holy Sacrament.
Hosannah! Hosannah! Hosannah in excelsis

AGNUS DEI: St Thomas setting

Communicants of other Christian denominations are welcome to receive Holy
Communion. If you are not a Communicant and/or would like a blessing, please
bring a hymn book to the altar.

Hymn at Holy Communion - 460, 593 (Please join in.)
Hymn at Ablutions: 623
POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Blessing

Angelus Notices

Recessional Hymn: 262



