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SUNDAYS: 

9.30 a.m. Parish Mass & 
Address 

First Mass of Sunday:  
Saturdays at 3.00 pm  

Daily Mass: see calendar on back 
page & check porch notice & 
bulletin.   

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer   
see porch notice. 

Baptism (Christening), Marriage, 
Anointing of the Sick & Holy 
Communion from the Reserved 
Sacrament - contact Fr Philip 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturdays at 2.00 pm.  
In Holy Week: 28th Mar: 6.00 pm; 
29th Mar: 6.00pm; 30th Mar: 3.00 pm & 
7.45pm; 31st Mar: 8.00 pm 
- or contact Fr Philip 

You are welcome to worship at any 

of our services. 

Vicar:  

Fr Philip T Gray, B.A. 
S.S.C.  
Mendlesham Vicarage  

01449 766359  

Churchwardens: 

Andrew Fleming  
01449 711065 

 
Chris Elstone 
07530 769676 
 



What’s on this Month  

 Daily Mass and Morning and Evening prayer continue to be offered 
publicly and the church remains open for private prayer.  

Sunday worship is also LIVESTREAMED every week at 9.30 am. 
Visit https://www.facebook.com/stmarysmendlesham/  

2nd Mar 9.30: Requiem Mass – Anne Herron, 1st anniversary 
7.15 for 7.30 pm: Online Lent course via Zoom (approx. 1 hour) 

7th Mar Electoral Roll revision starts & continues throughout March 

9th Mar 7.15 for 7.30 pm: Online Lent course via Zoom 

10th Mar 9.00 am Requiem Mass – March anniversaries 

14th Mar LENT IV: Mothering Sunday – thanksgiving for 3 mothers: 
Mother Mary, Mother Church and our own mothers. 9.30 
Parish Mass. Candles will be lit for our mothers, living & 
departed 

16th Mar 7.15 for 7.30 pm: Online Lent course via Zoom (approx. 1 hour) 

21st Mar PASSIONTIDE begins 

23rd Mar 7.15 for 7.30 pm: Online Lent course via Zoom – final session 

25th Mar ANNUNCIATION OF OUR LORD. Patronal festival of the Shrine 
of Our Lady of Walsingham. 
9.30: Mass & address. Please would all members of the Society 
of Our Lady of Walsingham try to attend. 

27th Mar CLOCKS GO FORWARD : 1 hour less in bed! 

28th Mar PALM SUNDAY. HOLY WEEK BEGINS 9.30 Parish Mass. I hope 
we will be able to have a distribution of palms. 
Electoral Roll Revision concludes today.  

29th Mar FIG MONDAY  7.00 pm: Stations of the Cross 

30th Mar TEMPLE TUESDAY: 7.00 pm: Stations of the Cross 

31st Mar SPY WEDNESDAY: 7.30 pm: Mass 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD
The Annual Vestry Meeting for election of churchwardens  
will be on Sunday 11th April after the 9.30 Parish Mass at 

approximately 10.20 am approx. 
A meeting of the PCC will follow to approve the accounts for 2020. 
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) will be on 9th April at 

10.20 approx. after the 9.30 Parish Mass. 

https://www.facebook.com/stmarysmendlesham/


During Lent we are studying 

St Luke’s Gospel, Chapter 15 

– the parable of the Prodigal Son. The Pharisees avoided all 

contacts with sinners, but Jesus shows them a 

very different kind of God. This parable, together 

with that of the lost sheep and the lost coin, which 

feature in the same chapter, all stress God’s 

concern for those who are lost and his joy when 

each person who is lost is found. I am sure we 

can all identify with the younger, ‘prodigal’ son, 

for every time we lose faith in God we all tend to 

give way either to anger, revenge, lust or greed 

etc. We see in that prodigal son a man who went 

deep into a foreign land and lost everything he 

took with him. He lost his money, health, honour and self-respect, but 

the important point was that he was able to return to his father…. 

“Father, I have sinned….”  

One of the greatest challenges to our spiritual life 

is to receive God’s forgiveness, because it 

requires a total willingness to allow God to do all 

the healing, restoring and renewing. 

The elder brother in the story is lost in 

resentment, characterised by judgment of his 

younger brother, coupled with anger and 

resentment – all damaging to the human heart. 

In his jealousy and bitterness the elder son can 

only see his irresponsible brother is receiving more attention than he is. 

The big question for us is: “How am I to let myself be loved by God?”  

and not “how am I going to love God?” God is 

looking for me like the shepherd who looks 

for his sheep and the woman who lights the 

lamp to look for the lost coin. 

The father in the parable represents God. 

So many Christians sadly stress the fear of 

God’s revenge and punishment, but as long 

as the Father invokes that kind of fear, he 

remains an outsider and cannot fully live within us. 

There are times we are all like the younger son and we are all like the 

elder son, but are we like the Father? Jesus said, “Be compassionate 

Father Philip writes…    



 

as your Father in Heaven is compassionate.” (Luke 6 v 36) We must 

be like the Father and show compassion to others as He shows it to us. 

He is a God of compassion who joyfully welcomes sinners into his home. 

On Good Friday, Jesus shows us exactly how God is full of compassion, 

able to say of his executioners when they were nailing him to the cross, 

“Father, forgive them, they know not what they are doing.” It is only 

through constant forgiveness 

we become like God our 

Father - and forgiveness from 

the heart is unconditional and 

does not demand anything for 

itself. The ‘Prodigal Son’ 

parable is the portrayal of 

God whose love, goodness, 

forgiveness, care, joy and 

compassion have no limits 

and we must all open to God’s 

Spirit to show this in our lives. 

God sends his rain on the just and the unjust and is equally kind to the 

person who grieves his heart. It is a love we must copy if we, too, want 

to seek nothing except our enemy’s highest good. 

 

Giving in Lent for Kagera diocese, Tanzania 
Bishop Mike (Bishop of Dunwich) writes: 

 “We are learning so much from 

our partner diocese of Kagera 

about mission and Christian life, 

about passion for the gospel, 

generosity of spirit and intense 

prayerfulness. How can we 

support Kagera? We know how 

important key workers are from 

our own experience in 2020 with 

Covid-19. Here’s a great 

opportunity to support key 

workers in our partner diocese.” 

 



 

 

Key Information about Kagera, NW Tanzania. 

1. Poor & remote; 70% of its million 

people are subsistence farmers 

living on less than £1 per day; 

2. Malaria and HIV/AIDS are major 

problems; the simplest malaria 

medication costs £3 for children 

and £4 for adults and most 

struggle to find enough money. 

3. Parts of Kagera have some of the 

highest under-5 mortality rates in 

the country; 

4. Lack of education and low capital 

investment in the area has led to 

a perception of being the norm 

and a culture of dependency; 

5. Prices of food and other 

essentials have soared during 

Covid -19 so life is harder than 

ever. 

 

Please find your own box or jar 

for your donations and bring to 

church on Maundy Thursday, 1st 

April, when they will be dedicated 

at the 7.30 pm Mass of the Last 

Supper. If you write a cheque, 

please make it payable to ‘St Eds 

& Ipswich DBF’ and write ‘Kagera 

Lent Appeal’ on the back.  

To read more, go to: https://www.cofesuffolk.org/exploring-

faith/our-bishops/bishops-lent-appeal/ 

https://www.cofesuffolk.org/exploring-faith/our-bishops/bishops-lent-appeal/
https://www.cofesuffolk.org/exploring-faith/our-bishops/bishops-lent-appeal/

