
Coffee and tea after Mass.  Please stay if you can. 

 

This week:  Divine Office - Psalter Week 3 

Mon: 1.30 – 2.25pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament for silent prayer  

 2.30pm Mass, Laying on of hands for healing 

 

Tues: 9.30 am Requiem Mass – October Anniversaries  

 10.00 – coffee & tea in church. 

Wed: Our Lady of the Rosary 

 8.00am Mass 

 

Thurs: 9.30am  Mass 

  

Fri: ST JOHN HENRY NEWMAN (Feast) 
9.30 am Mass    

 

Sat: 10.00 am 1st Mass of Sunday 

 4.00pm Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)  
 

Next Sunday: 28th of Year A 
 9.30 am  Parish Mass and Address 

 
NOTICES 

1 All Harvest goods go to St Martin’s Norwich caring for the homeless and vulnerable. 

2 Please Support our monthly healing service on Monday 

3 Next Deanery Synod – Tuesday 13th October 

4 Thursday 15th October is the Feast of the Translation of Our Lady of Walsingham.  
Members of the Society of Our Lady of Walsingham are asked to make every effort 
to attend Mass that day. 

5 Saturday 24th October – 3.00pm – Mendlesham School Hall “Hallow Bean” – a 
musical comedy for all the family – especially 3-10 year olds.   

Tickets – children over 3 - £7.50   Adults - £10 

6 Please note our Bishop Luke will be here to celebrate our Feast of Dedication and to 
Confirm on Sunday 1st November at 9.30.  Please bring extra refreshments 

7 Monday 2nd November is All Soul’s Day.  Said Requiem at 9.30am.  Sung Requiem 
at 6.30pm – Shared refreshments afterwards. 

 
 

Please keep silence from 9.25 am to prepare for Mass  4th October, 2026 

PARISH CHURCH OF ST. MARY THE VIRGIN, MENDLESHAM 
27th of year A: HARVEST THANKSGIVING 

Theme:  We are God’s chosen people - the Lord’s vineyard in today’s readings.  We also 
face a challenge; we cannot take our chosen position for granted.  Has the word of God’s 
Son really found a home in our heart?  Does it bear fruit in the way we live? 

(Stand when bell rings) ENTRANCE HYMN: 55  v. 1 - 3 

Penitential Rite 

Celebrant: Father, you sent Jesus into the world with a message for us. Forgive us 
when our hearts are unreceptive.  Lord have mercy. 

People: (sing) KYRIE ELEISON (Ukrainian setting) 

Celebrant: Lord Jesus, we listen to your word Sunday after Sunday.  Forgive us when it 
does not bear fruit in the way we live.   

 Christ have mercy.  People:   CHRISTE ELEISON 

Celebrant: Lord, forgive us for ignoring all you have done for us.  Change our hearts and 
turn them into rich and receptive soil for your word.  Lord have mercy. 

People: KYRIE ELEISON 

Celebrant proclaims God’s forgiveness 

GLORIA –English Folk setting (John Allen : words on sheet) 

Opening Prayer:  Father, God of goodness, you give man the land to provide him with 
food. May the produce we harvest sustain our lives and may we always use it for your 
glory and the good of all. 

Liturgy of The Word Of God 

(sit) 1st Reading:  Isaiah 5  v 1 – 7:  It is not enough to be God’s chosen people: we     

must bear fruit - which we can only do if we remain in the vine.  

Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a 
vineyard on a very fertile hill. He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with 
choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; 
and he looked for it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.  
And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between me and my 
vineyard. What more was there to do for my vineyard, that I have not done in it? When I 
looked for it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? And now I will tell you what I 
will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down 
its wall, and it shall be trampled down. I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or 
hoed, and briers and thorns shall grow up; I will also command the clouds that they rain 
no rain upon it. For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men 
of Judah are his pleasant planting; and he looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; for 
righteousness, but behold, an outcry! 

Responsorial Psalm:  Ps 79   ®The vineyard of the Lord is the House of Israel. 
You brought a vine out of Egypt; 
you drove out the nations and planted it. 
It stretched out its branches to the sea; 

to the River it stretched out its shoots. 

Then why have you broken down its walls? 
It is plucked by all who pass by the way. 
It is ravaged by the boar of the forest, 

devoured by the beasts of the field.   
 



®  The vineyard of the Lord is the House of Israel.  

God of hosts, turn again, we implore, 
look down from heaven and see. 
Visit this vine and protect it, 
the stock your right hand has planted, 

the son you have claimed for yourself. 

And we shall never forsake you again: 
give us life that we may call upon your name. 
Bring us back, O Lord God of hosts; 
let your face shine forth, and we shall be 

saved. 

2nd Reading:  Philippians 4 v. 6 – 9:   St. Paul writes that the peace of God is ours if 
we really trust in God. 
Brothers and Sisters: Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace 
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever 
is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise: think about these things. What you have 
learned and received and heard and seen in me — practise these things, and the God of 
peace will be with you. 

(stand) Gospel Hymn: 55  v 4. 

Alleluia, alleluia! I chose you out of the world, says the Lord, that you should go 
and bear fruit, and that your fruit should abide. Alleluia! 

Gospel: Matthew 21 v. 33 – 43:  The Gospel takes up the image of God’s vineyard.  
Jesus tells us that this is the Kingdom of God.  It is given to those who will produce good 
fruit. 
At that time: Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people, ‘Hear another 
parable. There was a master of a house who planted a vineyard and put a fence round it 
and dug a wine press in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants, and went into 
another country. When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the 
tenants to get his fruit. And the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, 
and stoned another. Again he sent other servants, more than at first. And they did the 
same to them. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, “They will respect my son.” But 
when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, “This is the heir. Come, let us 
kill him and have his inheritance.” And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard 
and killed him. When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to 
those tenants?’ 
  They said to him, ‘He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the 
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.’ 
  Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in the Scriptures: “The stone that the 
builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is 
marvellous in our eyes”? Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away 
from you and given to a people producing its fruits.’ 

(sit) Address  (stand) Creed – Apostles  (page 8 of hymn book) 

Prayer of the Faithful:  

Celebrant:  Let us pray to God who has dominion over everything he creates and to 
whom all will one day return. 

Reader: Let us pray that, whatever situations we find ourselves in, whether success or 
failure, joy or sorrow, we will always trust the God we call Father and place ourselves in 

his hands. 

Let us pray that the Church, and we as its members may have the openness of heart, 
mind and spirit to recognise God’s prophets today and to accept their message. 

We pray for those who stubbornly refuse to hear God’s word.  You alone, Lord, can 
change people’s hearts and give them faith and life. 

Let us pray that harvest time will help remind us and all people of God’s great goodness. 

Let us pray that the fruits of the earth that we share and enjoy, may be shared with 
those in need. We pray for St Martin’s Norwich and Stowmarket Food Bank. 

Let us pray for farmers, farm workers, fishermen and all in the distribution chain who 
have laboured to provide food from land and sea, remembering especially those who 
struggle,. 

Let us pray for the sick - especially those who are dear to us, that they may be 
comforted by the Lord, who accepted death on the cross.  We pray especially for Sandy 
Cook, Anna Horsnell, Susan Page and Marcel Rousseau, together with our house 
communicants Marjorie Rousseau and Jean Martin. 

Let us pray for those who have died, especially for Alice Ball, Malcolm Cammidge, 
Arthur Calver, Lynn Fraser, Tania Cammidge, Hazel Lockwood, William Pitt, Hilary 
Taylor, Ivor Bulmer-Thomas, Edward Sanders and Alice Lawton, whose anniversaries 
occur this week, that all those who hoped in the vision of the Lord may now possess the 
fullness of heavenly glory.  

Mary knew that her Son was the keystone of her life.  Let us pray with her that we and 
others will have the same outlook:  Hail Mary full of grace the Lord is with thee; 
blessed art thou among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  Holy 
Mary, Mother of God pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death.  Amen. 

S I L E N C E 

All:   God our Father, hear our prayers.  Show us the way we must walk to be with 
Jesus our life, and to bring forth fruit that will last in your kingdom.  We ask this 
through the same Christ our Lord.  Amen 

Mass continues on page 9 of hymn book 

Offertory Hymn:  346 v 1 Offertory Prayers:   Hymn 346 v 2 & 3 

Sanctus – English Folk setting (kneel or sit after)  

At end of Eucharistic Prayer stand to sing: Blessed and praised be Jesus Christ in 
the most Holy Sacrament; Hosanna! Hosanna!  Hosanna in excelsis! 

Agnus Dei –English Folk setting 

If you receive Holy Communion in your own church you are welcome to receive Holy 
Communion. If you are not a Communicant and/or would like a blessing, please come to 

the altar rail holding a hymn book. 

Hymns at Holy Communion:  623, 205 .    Please join in.     

(remain sitting or kneeling) Hymn at Ablutions:  211         

(stand) Post Communion Prayer Angelus   

Blessing of Harvest Gifts  Notices  Blessing 

Recessional Hymn  253 


